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him not to be frightened ; that we did not
intend to hurt him.

Meanwhile, the rice they had cooked
came in most acceptably, and perhaps, had a
disinterested onlooker been present, he might
have been very much amused at the eager
way we all rushed at it to devour it. How
good it seemed, even though there were
scarcely two mouthfuls for each one. What
there was was received most gratefully, and
I felt very selfish at discovering that, in
their thoughtfulness for me, the officers had
managed to save a small basketful, which no
one would touch, and which they insisted on
keeping for me. After the rice was disposed
of, we questioned the Manipuri we had
captured to find out whether he knew any-
thing of Captain Cowley's movements. He
told us that he knew the Sahib had arrived
at Leimatak on the 25th, and that he had not
yet passed along the road towards Manipur.
So we were cheered at the tidings, for we
knew now that, with any luck, we must